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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
Self-Expression through creative activities is essential for the stability of the individual in dealing with many aspects of day-to-day living as a member 
of a social group.  As life becomes increasingly mechanized and routine, music is more than ever a necessary part of adding to the joy and fulfillment 
of one’s self. 
 
Grades 6-8:   Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 6 through 8 are 
administered once per quarter.  
 
Performing groups become ideal activities for expanding the student’s general musicianship and for providing a continuance of specialized musical 
growth throughout one’s musical education.  Public performances within the community are desirable from a musical standpoint, as well as from the 
point of view of good public relations. Although public performances display selected skills, the performance alone is not representative of all of the 
program goals. 
 
The principal objectives of performing groups are to help students find values through aesthetic experiences, provide effective mediums through 
which students can relate to each other, motivate the students to explore a variety of musical literature in order to discover the value of music as a 
desirable mode of expression, and acquaint the students with their musical heritage.  This current Course of Study revision will also show the 
correlation to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJCCCS) for Visual and Performing Arts (1.1-1.4) and Technology (8.1/8.2) 
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the 
classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GENERAL GOALS 

 
The students will: 
 
Level 1 (Grade 4) 
Beginning students will concentrate on proper care and assembly of instruments and basic rudiments of music. All students will begin work in a 
method book chosen by the band director.  Lesson books and materials used in instrumental classes will include a variety of musical literature. (Folk 
tunes, patriotic songs, etudes, and various technique-building exercises)  Each student will receive one homogeneously grouped lesson per week, 
consisting of no more than six or eight members.  Lesson times will rotate each week to better accommodate the students’ class schedule.  Band 
rehearsals will begin at the discretion of the band director based on the rate of progress of the group as a whole. 
 
Level II (Grade 5) 
Students at Level II will continue adding to their knowledge of basic theory through scale work and the introduction of new musical rudiments. 
Students will proceed with work in a method book chosen by the band director.  Emphasis will be placed on rhythmic accuracy with the addition of 
more complex note values and the introduction of pulse subdivision.  Band rehearsal (one per week ) will commence at the beginning  of the school 
year.  Each student will attend one homogeneously grouped lesson per week consisting of no more than six or eight members.  Lesson times will 
rotate each week to better accommodate the students’ class schedule.  One of the main objectives at Level II will be to increase the students’ sense 
of responsibility to themselves, to their instructor, and their fellow players in preparation for the demands of the middle school program. 
 
Level III (Grade 6) 
Students entering Level III will begin by acquainting themselves with the middle school instrument program.  Emphasis will be placed on refinement 
of performance through the introduction of group awareness.  Balance, blend, and specific stylistic skills will be incorporated into the curriculum; 
along with the addition of more complex time signatures and rhythmic values.  Proper playing procedures and proper band etiquette will be 
established.  Students will attend weekly lessons based upon their schedule.  Lesson time will be spent working with method books, hand-outs, band 
literature, and various other materials chosen by the band director.  Students will attend band either as a “full-time” member (every day/all year), 
or as a “semester” member (everyday/half year). 
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GENERAL GOALS (continued) 
 
Level IV (Grade 7) 
Students entering Level IV will refine tone awareness, intonation, and blending skills with the primary evaluation being a mature performance.  Stress 
will be placed on utilization of each instrument’s full range and each student’s ability to control the instrument throughout the range.  The difficulty 
of performance will be chosen to challenge the band to its fullest potential.  A wide variety of styles will be included in the performance in order to 
utilize the full range of the students’ skill, both as an individual and within the ensemble.  Each student will receive weekly lessons. Lesson time will 
consist of ensemble playing, method books, scales in various keys, and use of additional materials chosen by the band director in order to achieve 
the goals of this level.  Students will attend band either as a “full-time” member (every day/all year), or as a “semester” member 
(everyday/half year). 
 
Level V (Grade 8) 
Students entering Level V will perfect all skills covered in all previous levels.  Further challenges will include more advanced rhythmic variations,  more 
intricate key and time signatures, and the introduction of ornamentations.  Performance music will be wide in variety and longer in length, 
incorporating all past skills, as well as advanced key and meter shifting.  Each student will receive weekly lessons.  Lesson time will be spent on solos 
and ensemble performance in order to bring each student to his/her maximum individual performance level.  Materials used in lessons will be chosen 
by the band director.  Students will also receive regular band rehearsals, as well as additional rehearsals for groups outside the concert band in which 
the student is a member.  Students will attend band either as a “full-time” member (every day/all year), or as a “semester” member (everyday/half 
year). 
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EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT 

 
 
 

Attendance/Participation at scheduled lessons    30% 
 

Attendance/Participation at scheduled concert dates    30% 
 

Participation/Testing/Assignments in individual or small group                     20% 
                                    (Homogeneous) settings 
 

Participation/Testing in an ensemble (Heterogeneous) setting                         20% 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

 
Course: 4MUS11, 5MUS11, MUS611, MUS711, MUS811 Title:  INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC/GRADES 4-8 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 
LEVEL I 
A.   show proper care and assembly of musical instruments: 

 1.   woodwinds:  swab clarinet, sax, oboe and have a usable reed. 
 2.   brass:  oil valves, grease slides. 
 3.   assemble instruments in careful sequence. 

B.    demonstrate correct posture and playing position for instrument: 
 1.   proper fingering techniques and hand position. 
 2.   correct embouchure – brass and woodwinds. 

C.    demonstrate a beginning awareness of proper intonation. 
D.    show a musical understanding of: 

 1.   letter names of the lines and spaces of the staff: Treble/Bass clef. 
       2.    time signatures: 4/4, 2/4 3/4, common time. 
       3.    tools of written music. –staff, clef, measures, barline. 
       4.    rhythmic values of notes and rests:  whole half, quarter notes, whole, half and quarter rests. 
       5.    repeat signs. 
       6.    slurs. 
       7.    ties. 
       8.    tonguing. 
       9.    key signatures. 
      10.   basic dynamic – f (loud), p (soft ). 
      11.   basic tempi- andante, moderato, allegro. 
      12.   ability to follow a conductor-visual cues.   
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES (continued) 
 
LEVEL II 
A.   show: 
       1.    a further awareness of proper intonation. 
       2.    an awareness of proper tone color. 
       3.    the ability to phrase according to written direction. 
       4.    accurate use of basic alternate fingerings. 
B.    demonstrate the understanding of: 
       1.    long rest. 
       2.    measure repeat. 
       3.    accidentals – Sharp, Flat, natural. 
       4.    key signatures. 
       5.    scales – Bb, Eb, F concert 
       6.    D.C. – Da Capo. 
       7.    D.S. – Del Segno. 
       8.    rhythmic values of notes and rests: Dotted half note, eighth note, eighth rest. 
C.   demonstrate the understanding of : 
       1.    fermata. 
       2.    1st and 2nd endings. 
       3.    articulation – staccato/legato. 
 
LEVEL III 
A.    in small lesson groups, as well as in ensemble performances, student instrumentalists will demonstrate further refinement of the following  
        skills: 
        1.    tone quality. 
        2.    attacks – accents, etc… 
        3.    articulation in more complex settings:  
                a.    slurring 
                b.    tonguing 
                c.    legato/staccato 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES (continued) 
 
        4.     phrasing. 
        5.     dynamic levels. 
                 a.     pp 
                 b.     p 
                 c.     mp 
                 d.     mf 
                 e.     f 
                 f.      ff 
                 g.     crescendo 
                 h.    decrescendo 
        6.     accurate note reading in bass and treble clef. 
        7.     Intonation – proper tuning of instruments using a tuner. 
        8.     rhythmic interpretation. 
        9.     application of musical terms. 
       10.    balance and blend. 
B.    in small lesson groups, as well as in ensemble performance, student instrumentalists will demonstrate the understanding of: 
       1.      time signatures: 4/4, 6/8. cut time, 5/4. 
       2.      key signatures:  as demanded by the music. 
       3.      note values: 
                 a.       Dotted quarter note 
                 b.       Sixteenth note variations 
       4.      the understanding of how to play various rhythmic patterns in different time signatures.  
 

LEVEL IV 
A.    in small lesson groups, student instrumentalists will demonstrate musical maturity and further refinement of the following skills: 
        1.    tone quality- in all ranges of the instrument. 
        2.    attacks of notes. 
        3.    articulations  (tenuto, legato, staccato, etc.). 
        4.    phrasing (proper breathing technique). 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES (continued) 
 
        5.    dynamic level – tone control and support in all ranges  from pp to ff.  
        6.    rhythm. 
        7.    application of musical terms. 
        8.    Balance and blend- in all ranges of instrument. 
B.     in an ensemble performance, demonstrate an understanding of: 
        1.    time signatures – 6/8 in 2, 3/8 in 3, 3/4 in 1, 5/8. 
        2.    shifting – meter and tempo. 
        3.    key signatures- as demanded by performance music. 
        4.    modulation – changes by signatures from a major key to a minor key. 
        5.    basic syncopation. 
        6.    various rhythmic patterns in following meters:  4/4, 2/2. 6/8 in 2, 3/8 in 3, 3/4 in 1, 5/4 and 5/8. 
 
LEVEL V 
A.     In private and/or small lesson groups, student instrumentalists will demonstrate a musical command and total maturity of the following skills: 
        1.    tone quality- in all ranges of the instrument. 
        2.    attacks. 
        3.    articulations. 
        4.    phrasing. 
        5.    dynamic levels. 
        6.    intonation. 
        7.    rhythm. 
        8.    balance and blend. 
B.     in an ensemble setting, student instrumentalists will demonstrate a mastery of: 
        1.    visual concert presence. 
        2.    time signatures as demanded by graded level music. 
        3.    shifting meters and tempi. 
        4.    key signatures- as demanded by the music ( transitions). 
        5.    modulation – changing key signatures, major to relative minor. 
        6.    advanced syncopation. 
        7.    advanced rhythmic patterns involving various meters.  
        8.    all eighth, quarter and half note syncopated figures.  



12 
4MUS11, 5MUS11, MUS611, MUS711, MUS811  INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC/GRADES 4-8 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL I 
Essential Question(s): When learning to play a musical instrument, why is it important to understand the careful care and assembly of 

the instrument, to demonstrate the correct posture and playing position, and be aware of the means to make a 
pleasant sound on your instrument? 

Enduring Understanding(s): The beginning stages of learning to play an instrument are important so that correct musical habits and practice 
regiments are instilled in every young musician.   

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL I 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

A.   show proper care and assembly 
of musical instruments. 
1.   woodwinds:  swab clarinet, 

sax, oboe and have a usable 
reed 

2.   brass:  oil valves, grease 
slides 

3.   assemble instruments in 
careful sequence 

 

  • in small homogeneous 
lessons, instrumentalists will 
demonstrate the assembly 
and disassembly of their 
instrument in proper 
sequence. 

 

After the initial week of 
lessons, students will 
individually assemble their 
instrument for the rest of the 
class 

After playing for a lesson, 
monitor students’ ability to 
clean instrument before 
disassembly and storage 

 

B.   demonstrate correct posture 
and playing position for 
instrument. 
1.   proper fingering techniques 

and hand position 
2.   correct embouchure – brass 

and woodwinds 
 

  • in group (ensemble) 
performance, play combined 
warm- up drills with other 
instrumentalists. 

 

Students will use peer-
critique to list other 
students’ playing posture, 
breath technique, and 
intonation 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL I 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

C.   demonstrate a beginning  
       awareness of proper intonation. 
 

1.1.5.B.2 
 

 • sustain tones to gain proper 
breath control using whole 
note, whole rest, whole note, 
and half rest sequence. 

  

D.  show a musical understanding  
      of: 

1.   letter names of the lines and 
      spaces of the staff:  
      treble/bass clef 

      2.   time signatures: 4/4, 2/4, 
            3/4, common time 
      3.   tools of written music – 
            staff, clef, measures, barline 
      4.   rhythmic values of notes and 
            rests: whole half, quarter  
            notes, whole, half and 
            quarter rests 
       5.  repeat signs 
       6.  slurs 
       7.  ties 
       8.  tonguing 
       9.  key signatures 
      10. basic dynamic – f (loud),  
             p (soft ) 
     11.  basic tempi- andante,  
            moderato, allegro 
     12.  ability to follow a conductor- 
             visual cues 

 
 
1.1.5.B.2 
1.3.5.B.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.1.4.A.5 
8.1.4.F.1 

• Sample Activity 1 
in small groups lessons, 
instrumentalists will 
demonstrate all musical 
markings of a given etude- 
dynamics, tempo, note/rest 
values, and characteristic 
markings. 

 
• Sample Activity 2 

in an ensemble 
performances, band 
members prepare new music 
by penciling in: dynamics, 
tempo changes, and 
characteristic markings. 

 
• use the Website 

emusictheory.com for 
reinforcing note reading, 
rhythm, note values, etc.  (TL 
8.1.4.B.6) 

Student playing is evaluated 
in “Understanding Concepts” 
rubric by:  teacher, self, and 
peer (kept in work folder) 
 
Students will compose and 
perform a short 2 to 4 
measure melody to be 
played on their instrument, 
using musical terms and 
concepts as enhancements 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL II 
Essential Question(s): How does proper intonation, phrasing and clearly defined rhythm patterns add to a wonderful sounding musical 

selection? 
Enduring Understanding(s): Great musicianship, even for the young instrumentalist, always enhances the quality of any musical 

performance. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL II 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

A.   show: 
      1. a further awareness of proper 
          intonation 
      2. an awareness of proper tone  
          color 
      3. the ability to phrase 
according 
          to written direction 
      4. accurate use of basic 
          alternate fingerings 

 
1.1.5.B.2 

 • given a sample of a musical 
selection, instrumentalists 
will demonstrate their 
understanding of a 
supported clean tone, play 
with correct phrasing, and 
use alternate fingerings 
when appropriate. 

 

Teacher evaluation through 
individual listening and oral 
response 
 
Use of “Instrumental 
Performance Rubric” sheet 
for a prepared musical 
selection; See Appendix  

 

B.  demonstrate the understanding 
     of: 
      1. long rest 
      2. measure repeat 
      3. accidentals – sharp, flat,  
          natural 
     4.  key signatures 
     5.  Scales – Bb, Eb, F Concert 
     6.  D.C. – Da Capo 
     7.  D.S. – Del Segno 

 
 
1.1.5.B.2 
1.3.5.B.1 

 • from a lesson method book, 
play musical exercises using 
more complex note and rest 
values, pulse subdivisions, 
and various repeat markings. 
 

• using emusictheory.com, 
complete exercises dealing 
with musical terms. 
 

Teacher evaluation of 
exercise performance 
 
 
 
 
Collection of scored 
emusictheory.com theory 
sheets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
emusictheory.com 
Internet 
assignments 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL II 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

      8.  rhythmic values of notes and 
          rests:  dotted half note, eighth 
          note, eighth rest 

 

C.  demonstrate the 
      understanding of : 
      1. fermata 
      2. 1st and 2nd endings 
      3. articulation – staccato/legato 
 

 
 
1.1.5.B.2 
1.3.5.B.1 

 • play a method book etude 
using sustaining notes and 
different note articulations. 
 

Teacher evaluation through 
individual listening and oral 
response to student 
performance progress 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL III 
Essential Question(s): Why is more emphasis placed on “Ensemble Playing” in grades 6-8 rather than during Levels I and II? 

Enduring Understanding(s): Middle School instrumentalists start to gain control of their selected instrument, and begin to show true 
musicianship when playing music which expresses heightened tone quality, and more complex articulation, 
phrasing and dynamic variation. 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL III 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

A.  in small lesson groups, as well 
      as in ensemble performances,  
      demonstrate further 
refinement 
      of the following skills: 
      1. tone quality 
      2. attacks – accents, etc… 
      3. articulation in more complex 
          settings:  
          a. slurring 
          b. tonguing 
          c. legato/staccato 
      4. phrasing 
      5. dynamic levels 
          a. pp 
          b. p 
          c. mp 
          d. mf 
          e. f 
          f.  ff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.2 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 
 
 
 
 

 • be given a graded musical 
selection based upon their 
playing level, instrumentalists.  
They are to read through this 
selection with accurate tempo, 
supported tone quality, and 
correct articulation of notes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use of “Instrumental 
Performance Rubric” sheet for 
a prepared musical selection; 
see Appendix  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

emusictheory.com 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL III 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

          g. crescendo 
          h. decrescendo 
     6.  accurate note reading in bass 
         and treble clef 
     7. intonation – proper tuning of 
         instruments using a tuner 
     8. rhythmic interpretation 
     9. application of musical terms 
    10.balance and blend 

• use the Website 
emusictheory.com  and 
SmartMusic  student 
software package for 
reinforcing note reading, 
rhythm, note values, etc.. 

Collection of scored emusic 
theory sheets 

Internet assignments 
and SmartMusic 
software 

B. in small lesson groups,  
     as well as in ensemble    
     performance,  
     demonstrate the understanding 
     of: 
     1. time signatures: 4/4, 6/8. Cut 
         time, 5/4 
     2. key signatures:  as demanded  
          by the music 
     3. note values: 
          a. dotted quarter note 
          b. sixteenth note variations 
     4.  the understanding of how to 
          play various rhythmic 
          patterns in different time 
          signatures. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.2 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 
 
 
 

 

 • using a sight-reading music 
activity sheet and/or new 
music, instrumentalists 
read/play notation using 
accurate phrasing and 
dynamic levels. 

• after passing out varied 
meter activity sheets, play 
selection with balance and 
blend.  Song excerpts will be 
at the discretion of the band 
director. 

• play/clap/write rhythms as 
seen from various rhythm 
activity sheets. 

Use of “Instrumental 
Performance Rubric” sheet 
for sight-reading for self-
assessment; see Appendix  
 
 
Record small ensembles with 
student critique to follow 
 
 
 
 
Review method books in 
simple melodies in different 
keys.  Students will play 
scale of key followed by the 
written song 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Written quiz on key 
signatures and scale 
building. Circle of 
fifths 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL IV  
Essential Question(s): Why is more emphasis placed on “Ensemble Playing” in grades 6-8 rather than during Levels I and II? 

Enduring Understanding(s): Middle School instrumentalists start to gain control of their selected instrument, and begin to show true 
musicianship when playing music which expresses heightened tone quality, and more complex articulation, 
phrasing and dynamic variation. 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL IV 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

A.  in small lesson groups,  
      demonstrate musical maturity 
      and further refinement of the 
      following skills: 
     1. tone quality- in all ranges of 
         the instrument 
     2. attacks of notes 
     3. articulations  (tenuto, legato, 
         stacatto etc. ) 
     4. phrasing (proper breathing 
         technique) 
     5. dynamic level – tone control 
         and support in all ranges 
         from pp to ff  
     6. rhythm 
     7. application of musical terms 
     8. balance and blend- in all 
         ranges of instrument 

 
 
 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• be introduced to short 
melodic etudes by individual 
players with planning for 
auditioning for various 
regional honor ensembles. 

• use electronic tuner/ piano 
in Concert Bb. 

• use of SmartMusic exercises 
for articulation and phrasing 

• be organized into small 
ensembles (brass quartets, 
clarinet chorales, woodwind 
choirs, percussion 
ensembles, etc.) to read 
through grade level 
material. 

 

Region Band/Orchestra 
auditions for selected 
instrumentalists 
 
 
 
 
 
Collection of SmartMusic 
summary sheets 
 
 
 
Small ensemble concerts are 
presented yearly 
 

Rhythmic dictation in 
small groups in 
various meters 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Use of SmartMUsic 
student software 
packet 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL IV 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

B.   in an ensemble performance, 
      demonstrate an understanding 
      of: 
      1. time signatures – 6/8 in 2, 
          3/8 in 3, 3/4 in 1, 5/8 
      2. shifting – meter and tempo 
      3. key signatures- as demanded  
          by performance music 
      4. modulation – changes by 
          signatures from a major key 
          to a minor key 
      5. basic syncopation 
      6. various rhythmic patterns in 
          following meters: 
          4/4, 2/2. 6/8 in 2, 3/8 in 3,       
          3/4 in 1, 5/4 and 5/8 

 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
 
1.4.8.A.4 

 
 
 
 
 
6.1.12.D.12.f 

• in an ensemble setting, 
begin to rehearse some 
lengthy multi-movement 
musical selections, 
instrumental. 

• in lesson groups, begin 
linking historical data with 
music form through the 
usage of various activity 
sheets. “Periods of Music”  
(1.5.8.B.1) 

Aesthetic awareness 
evaluation sheets citing 
various musical motifs and 
terms 
 
Quiz - “Historical Links to 
Music” 

 
 
 
 
 
Note reference to 
S.S.C.C.C.S’s 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL V 
Essential Question(s): Why is more emphasis placed on “Ensemble Playing” in grades 6-8 rather than during Levels I and II? 

Enduring Understanding(s): Middle School instrumentalists start to gain control of their selected instrument, and begin to show true 
musicianship when playing music which expresses heightened tone quality, and more complex articulation, 
phrasing and dynamic variation. 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL V 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

A.  in private and/or small lesson 
      groups, demonstrate a musical  
      command and total maturity of 
      the following skills: 
      1. tone quality- in all ranges of 
          the instrument 
      2. attacks 
      3. articulations 
      4. phrasing 
      5. dynamic levels 
      6. intonation 
      7. rhythm 
      8. balance and blend 

 
 
 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.3.8.B.2 
1.3.8.B.3 
1.4.8.1.6 
 

8.1.8.A.5 • be assigned excerpts from 
various method books, 
required solo repertoire, or 
current band music to be 
played in a “Mock Group” 
setting, instrumentalists. 

 
• have the opportunity to 

critique individual and or 
group performances. 
(1.4.8.B.1) 

 

Use of audio/video tape to 
show student performance 
progress 

 

 

B.   in an ensemble setting,  
      demonstrate a mastery of: 
      1. visual concert presence 
      2. time signatures as demanded 
          by graded level music 
      3. shifting meters and tempi 
      4. key signatures- As demanded 

 
 
1.3.8.B.1 
1.4.5.B.4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• run through repertoire 
during a dress-rehearsal, 
Ensemble members.  This 
will demonstrate the proper 
etiquette needed and 
demonstrated in a 
performance. 

Using videotape as a review, 
band members respond to a 
concert dress rehearsal using 
the ensemble rubric sheets; 
see Appendix  
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:  LEVEL V 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

          by the music ( transitions) 
      5. modulation – changing key  
          signatures, Major to relative 
          minor 
      6. advanced syncopation 
      7. advanced rhythmic patterns 
          involving various meters  
      8. all eighth, quarter and half 
          note syncopated figures 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.1.8.A.5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• play back short rhythmic 

patterns on their 
instruments.  Band director 
will play various rhythmic 
patterns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rhythmic dictation in written 
form or hand clap response 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
MATERIALS AND TEXTBOOKS 
Treasury of Scales or other band ensemble method book 
Band music appropriate to the individual groups (Graded Levels 1-2) 
Method books for individual instruments, i.e., Breeze Easy, Alfred, The Student Series, Rubank, Alyn Heim Method, etc. 
Solos, duets, and ensembles appropriate for the students’ level of achievement 
 
RESOURCES 
“The Instrumentalist”, “Music Educators Journal”, “Le Blanc Bell”, and other periodicals 
Numerous band resource books and manuals on:  brass, woodwind, and percussion technique, warm-up, and tuning builders, etc. 
Band and small ensemble repertoire catalogs and reviews 
Other local band director’s evaluation and suggestions 
New Jersey Music Educators Association (NJMEA) annual Convention in February and other music conventions or conferences 
 
AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIAL 
Various media center CDs as listening examples 
Demo cassette and CDs from publishers and composers 
Individual student examples 
Videotaping from performances/competitions 
VCR tapes on a variety of band related topics 
 
WEBSITES 
emusictheory.com 
 
SOFTWARE 
SmartMusic 
 
Field Trips 
Band festival, performances, and competitions where applicable as both observers and performers
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APPENDIX A SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT SCORING GUIDE 
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APPENDIX A1 
ELEMENTARY INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROFICIENCY CHART 

(Demonstrates an Understanding of Musical Concepts) 
 

Name:  _______________________               Date:  ______________________ 
 
Instrument:  ___________________               Level:  ______________________ 
 

 
 

OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

4 

PROGRESSING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

DEVELOPING 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

LACK OF 
PROFICIENCY 

1 
 

NOTE READING 
 

    

 
RHYTHMS 

(NOTE VALUES) 

 

    

 
MUSICAL 
SYMBOLS 

 

    

 
MUSICAL 

TERMINOLOGY 
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APPENDIX A2 
ELEMENTARY INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROFICIENCY CHART 

(Applies Concepts to Performance) 
 

Name:  _______________________               Date:  ______________________ 
 
Instrument:  ___________________               Level:  ______________________ 
 

 
 

OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

4 

PROGRESSING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

DEVELOPING 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

LACK OF 
PROFICIENCY 

1 
 

NOTE READING 
 

    

 
RHYTHMS 

(NOTE VALUES) 

 

    

 
MUSICAL 
SYMBOLS 

 

    

 
MUSICAL 

TERMINOLOGY 
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APPENDIX A3 
ELEMENTARY INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  

Contributes to and Engages in Class Activities 
 

Name:  _______________________                 Date:  ______________________ 
 
Instrument:  ___________________                 Level:  _____________________ 
 

 
 

ALWAYS 
0 

MOST TIMES 
S 

SOMETIMES 
I 

RARELY 
N 

 
DEMONSTRATES 

ADEQUATE PRACTICE 
TIME & PROCEDURES 

    

 
REMEMBERS TO BRING 

INSTRUMENT FOR 
LESSONS AND BAND 

    

 
TAKES PROPER CARE OF 

INSTRUMENT & 
INSTRUMENT 
ACCESSORIES 

    

 
COMPLETES ALL WRITTEN 

ASSIGNMENTS & 
HOMEWORK 
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APPENDIX A4 

INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 
Sight-Reading 

 
 

NAME:  _________________________________    DATE:  ________________       INSTRUMENT: __________________________________  
 
LEVEL:  6th-8th Grade                                                             MUSICAL SELECTION:  ____________________________ 
 

 OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

CONSISTENT 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

1 

NO 
PROFICIENCY 

0 
     
INTONATION     
     
RHYTHM     
TECHNIQUE/ 
EXECUTIVE SKILL 

    

EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 
3     OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY: Demonstrates the ability to play an exact performance of the written selection. 
  
2     CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY: Demonstrates the ability to play an accurate performance of the written selection. 
 
1     MINIMAL PROFICIENCY:  Demonstrates the partial ability to perform the written selection. 
 
0     NO PROFICIENCY:   Has no skills to perform the written selection 
 
ASSESSMENT SCORE:  ___________/12___ 
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APPENDIX A5 
INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 

Prepared Musical Selection 
 

 
NAME:  _________________________________        DATE:  ________________           ENSEMBLE:  6th-8th Grade Bands  
 
SCORING GUIDE TYPE:   Student     Teacher     (Please circle) 
 

 OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

CONSISTENT 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

1 

NO 
PROFICIENCY 

0 
     
INTONATION     
     
RHYTHM     
     
BLEND     
EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 
3     OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY: Demonstrates the ability to play an exact performance of the written selection. 
  
2     CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY: Demonstrates the ability to play an accurate performance of the written selection. 
 
1     MINIMAL PROFICIENCY:  Demonstrates the partial ability to perform the written selection. 
 
0     NO PROFICIENCY:   Has no skills to perform the written selection 
 
ASSESSMENT SCORE:  ___________/12___ 
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APPENDIX A6 

INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 
Prepared Musical Selection 

 
 

NAME:  _________________________________    DATE:  ________________       INSTRUMENT: __________________________________ 
 
LEVEL:  6th-8th Grade 

 OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

CONSISTENT 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

1 

NO 
PROFICIENCY 

0 
     
INTONATION     
     
RHYTHM     
TECHNIQUE/ 
EXECUTIVE SKILL 

    

EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 
3     OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY: Demonstrates the ability to play an exact performance of the written selection. 
  
2     CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY: Demonstrates the ability to play an accurate performance of the written selection. 
 
1     MINIMAL PROFICIENCY:  Demonstrates the partial ability to perform the written selection. 
 
0     NO PROFICIENCY:   Has no skills to perform the written selection 
 
ASSESSMENT SCORE:  ___________/12___ 
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APPENDIX B NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

1 - Visual and Performing Arts 
6 - Social Studies 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX C CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
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